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Again, the anxiety of Australia and New Zealand about the
safety of their own coasts would lead to a demand for more
ships to protect them, which England could hardly refuse,
though it would lead to a further depletion of the Battle
Fleet. This is one of England's many troubles.
As to submarines, England has a dozen or so of under
700 tons, most of which would be required for harbour
defence, but few of which would be able to accompany the
Battle Fleet.
Strength that could be sent to the Far East.
To sum up, the Fleet that England could send to the
Far East to bring that of Japan to a decisive action may be
taken as consisting of: 12 battleships, 3 battle-cruisers,
10 or ii cruisers of 10,000 tons with 8-inch guns, 2 cruisers
of 8300 tons with 8-inch guns, 24 smaller cruisers, 60 destroy-
ers, 40 submarines, and 4 or 5 aircraft-carriers.
Against this Japan could oppose 6 battleships, 3 battle-
cruisers, 12 CA' class cruisers (including 8 of 10,000 tons
with 8-inch guns), 21 CBJ class cruisers, 60 destroyers, 37
submarines, and 6 aircraft-carriers.
This shows that although Japan would have fewer big
cruisers and heavier ships, she has nothing to fear on account
of numbers in the lighter ships. England's inferiority in
light cruisers and destroyers would make it easier for Japan
to conduct a war of attrition, and would place Japan at a
tactical advantage in the decisive theatre of war.
The essentials of victory.
If Japan made a good start by sinking three or four of
the China Squadron cruisers at the outset, and got half a
dozen battleships by her torpedo attacks, she would be able
to meet the British Fleet on equal terms and to make sure
of success in a decisive action. If, through diplomatic in-
eptitude, she should find herself obliged to fight after a
superior British Fleet had assembled at Singapore, she would
have but a poor chance of destroying those six battleships
and three or four large cruisers on which the whole issue
turns. For there would be no opportunities for sporadic
attacks, and the cruisers of the China Squadron would have
left Hongkong on or before the outbreak of war and have
joined the main Fleet at Singapore. Should, then, the war